
 

Strolling through Stuttgart (extreme*) 

A Girl Scout World Discovery Patch                                                                    

                          * 

The activities of the patch(es) have been designed to show you the diversity of the beautiful city of Stuttgart, show 

some hidden treasures and give you insider tips. Some sights are located outside the downtown area. These are 

accessible by public transportation (https://www.vvs.de/en/ or download the app – where tickets can be purchased). 

All places outside the downtown area earn you the add on BREZEL patch.  

Create your own itinerary. https://www.google.com/maps/place/Stuttgart/ 

 Once you are in the downtown area, however, you easily hit quite a few of the spots within a 1 to 2  hour timeframe. If 

you decide to go inside a museum or sight, that will of course take up more time.  

There are no minimum requirements for earning the patch, have fun and explore.  

If not otherwise stated, all places are stroller and wheelchair friendly.                                                                    

Location of free WCs and WiFi  is also included.                                                                                                                                 

The links next to the brief description of the sights should give you the most up-to date information regarding opening 

hours, cost of admission, special programs etc.. 

NOTE: Quite a few sights in Stuttgart offer a discount when using public transportation. 
            Most museums are closed on Mondays  
 

Some tidbits  
Stuttgart has the horse in its coat of arms. The word ‘Stute’ (female horse) means mare, ‘Garten’ is garden. So the 

name of the city means ‘garden of mares’, dating back to the 10th century where horses (also used as war horses) 

were bred in Stuttgart.  

Äffle und Pferdle are two cartoon characters of the Südwestrundfunk (Southwest German Radio). They have 

been established in 1960. The characters illustrate typical Swabian habits and speak the unique Swabian dialect.  

https://www.vvs.de/en/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Stuttgart/


               https://www.aeffleundpferdle.de/ 

 

OFF you go  

1. Buy eine BREZEL or ein EIS  auf Deutsch and ask how much is costs.  
There are many bakeries and ice cream parlors in the downtown pedestrian area and also in the 
MARKTHALLE . 
(ich möchte eine Brezel, bitte. Ich möchte ein Eis, bitte . Was kostet das? ) 
 

2. HAUPTBAHNHOF (Stuttgart 21)  

 

 
This has been an ongoing project. The tower of the building, topped by the Mercedes Star,  was designed by 
the architect Paul Bonatz and is listed as a historical monument. The tower can be climbed. 
You can visit an exhibit and the progress of the construction site. They offer games and digital applications 
for children - including a giant hidden object picture, an exciting children's rally and a BRIO train.  
https://www.its-projekt.de/en/our-offer/exhibition/ 
 

3. STADTBIBLIOTHEK (Library)  

 

https://www.aeffleundpferdle.de/
https://www.its-projekt.de/en/our-offer/exhibition/


 
It is located in the so called Europaviertel, has the shape of a cube, was designed by the Korean architect 
Eun Young Yi. The rooftop offers a spectacular view of Stuttgart and it hosts the Cafe Lesbar on the top floor. 
(‘Lesbar’ means ‘readable’ or good to read –  Bar also means bar, so ‘ a good place to read’) 
 
The library does not only let you check out books (in almost any language you can think of) but also prints of 
famous paintings to hang up in your home for the time of the rental period. Musical instruments and various 
electronic devices can be used during the visit.  
Walking all the way up to the top can literally be breathtaking.  
Free WC and WiFi  
https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/a-stuttgarts-public-library 

The shopping Mall Milaneo is right behind the library and also has Free WC and WiFi  
 

4. KÖNIGSTRASSE  
Is the main pedestrian and shopping area with chain stores, ice cream parlors, bakeries and more. 
Unfortunately quite a few of the traditional (family run and owned) stores have closed down and been 
replaced by less glamorous enterprises.  Explore the alleys that run parallel to it as well.  
Quite a few of the sights listed here are on or off Königstrasse.  
 

5. OPERNHAUS  

 
It was designed by Max Littmann and opened in 1912 as the Royal Court Theater, Stuttgart was heavily 
bombed and destroyed during WWII, the Opera building was hardly affected. In 1945, the building served as 
temporary headquarters for the military government of Württemberg-Baden. 
The Staatsoper Stuttgart is part of the larger Württemberg State Theatres, which are considered the third 
largest theater operation in the world, following the Metropolitan Opera in New York and the Paris Opera. 
If you are visiting in the summer, Ballett im Park is a highlight. The performance taking place inside the Opera 
House is projected onto a big screen in the park and can be enjoyed for free while sitting on a picnic blanket.  
 www.stuttgarter-ballett.de  

6. LANDTAG  

        

https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/a-stuttgarts-public-library
http://www.stuttgarter-ballett.de/


The seat of State Parliament of Baden Württemberg is housed in a rather unspectacular building.  The restaurant 
however offers a view onto the Neues Schloss, the park and Opernhaus.  

If you are interested in politics and parliamentary procedures this link is quite informative and you might 
want to do more.  
https://www.landtag-bw.de/resource/blob/77198/628f31099fb74f4df30118b2dddc9be1/Willkommen-E.pdf 
 

7. NEUES SCHLOSS 

 

It was originally built to serve as a residence.  The Old Palace did not meet the 16 years’ old Carl Eugen’s  of 
Württemberg standards when he arrived in Stuttgart in 1744. He therefore demanded the construction of a 
“residence befitting his rank, suitable for his princely dignity, and large enough to accommodate his court”— 
and threatened to move the court to Ludwigsburg if his demands were not met. This led to the construction of 
the New Palace. The building is not open to the public. Today, the wings of the palace house the Baden-
Württemberg Ministry of Finance and the Baden-Württemberg Ministry of Economic Affairs, Labor, and 
Tourism. Every year at the Christmas Market a Ferris wheel is set up in front of it.  

https://www.neues-schloss-stuttgart.de/ 

8. ALTES SCHLOSS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

It is one of the oldest buildings in Stuttgart. It is the largest museum of cultural history in the state of Baden-
Württemberg and hosts special exhibits. The inner courtyard is illuminated at Christmas time and a place for 
free concerts.  Free WC and WiFi 

https://www.landesmuseum-stuttgart.de/en/museum/old-castle 

The Stauffenberg Erinnerungsstätte is at the rear  

https://www.landtag-bw.de/resource/blob/77198/628f31099fb74f4df30118b2dddc9be1/Willkommen-E.pdf
https://www.neues-schloss-stuttgart.de/
https://www.landesmuseum-stuttgart.de/en/museum/old-castle


                

and so is this memorial for victims of National Socialism 

9. MARKTHALLE  

 

This is quite a apectacular building in the Art Noveau style, by the architect Martin Elsaesser. If you like 
Harrods food halls, this smaller version will be to your liking.   From exotic fruits to Italian specialties, the 

typical Schwäbisch-Hällische Schweinefleisch (www.besh.de)  
 and Schwäbische Brezeln (Swabian pretzels ) you can find almost any food item your heart desires.  Note: it 
can get crowded and gets a bit challenging for wheelchairs and strollers.  
https://www.markthalle-stuttgart.de/en/ 
 

10. RATHAUS  

 

http://www.besh.de/
https://www.markthalle-stuttgart.de/en/


 
The Rathaus (city hall) is just off Königstrasse, during the Christmas Market it is surrounded by Glühwein and 
Bratwurst booths and on market days during the year local produce, flowers and other items are sold in the 
square.  
It is open to the public,  hosts a gallery of politicians and has changing exhibitions.  
 

 
This picture shows the Rathaus after WWII.  
It is the 3rd city hall built in this location. The current building was built in 1956, one of its highlights is the 
Paternoster elevator. Note: Not in operation on non workdays  (Supposedly people said a quick prayer ‘our 
Father’ (in Latin: pater noster) before entering this rather unique elevator which is not stroller or wheelchcair 
friendly.  

 
The tower is 61 m (200ft.) and during a guided tour you can climb the 172 steps, enjoy a spectacular view 
and learn about the Glockenspiel.  
https://www.stuttgart.de/en/rathaus/besucher/rathausturm-fuehrungen?form=translationDisclaimer-
Njc1MzIxNzAz&action=submit#translationDisclaimer-Njc1MzIxNzAz 
Free WC 
Climbing the tower and riding the elevator up and down will earn you the Brezel patch 
 
The I Punkt – Tourist information -, where you can purchase Äffle and Pferdle souveniers, buy event tickets, 
get more information about the surrounding area and where to stay is a stone’s throw away  from the 
Rathaus. 
https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/a-tourist-information-i-punkt-stuttgart 

https://www.stuttgart.de/en/rathaus/besucher/rathausturm-fuehrungen?form=translationDisclaimer-Njc1MzIxNzAz&action=submit#translationDisclaimer-Njc1MzIxNzAz
https://www.stuttgart.de/en/rathaus/besucher/rathausturm-fuehrungen?form=translationDisclaimer-Njc1MzIxNzAz&action=submit#translationDisclaimer-Njc1MzIxNzAz
https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/a-tourist-information-i-punkt-stuttgart


 

11. STAATSGALERIE (Art Gallery )  
 
Alte Staatsgalerie  
It was opened in 1843 and houses paintings from 1200 to 1900.  

 
 
Neue Staatsgalerie  
Iti s one of Europe’s leading museums, was designed by the famous architect James Stirling and opened in 
1984. 20th century art collections can be admired. Take a break in the restaurant Fresko which also offers 
outdoor seating and a view of the Opera house and the Landtag. 

  

Guided tours and special programs are available. https://www.staatsgalerie.de/en 

Free WiFi 
Visiting the Art Gallery and learning about some of its famous paintings and painters /participating in a 
special program earn you the Brezel patch 
 

12. HAUS DER GESCHICHTE  

 

Located next to the Arts Gallery, history of the state of Baden-Württemberg  is presented in minute detail. The 
entrance area is fun, you are stepping onto a map. Off to a great start.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Stirling_(architect)
https://www.staatsgalerie.de/en


https://www.hdgbw.de/history-museum-stuttgart/ 

Admission for children is free.  The top floor is especially child friendly. It has interactive displays that also 
fascinate adults.  An English language museum app is available. 

Free WC and Free WiFi 

 

Outside the city center– for Brezel Patch 
MERCEDES-BENZ MUSEUM   

  

The Mercedes-Benz Museum (designed by the architecture firm led by Ben van Berkel, Caroline Bos, 
and Tobias Walliser) is a top attraction in Stuttgartand is home to 160 models some of the oldest and most 
legendary cars in history.  

An elevator takes you to the top floor where your discovery begins. The lanyard that holds your audio guide is 
yours to keep after the tour.  

The website to this museum is https://www.mercedes-benz.com/en/art-and-culture/museum/visitor-
information/ There are always special events and guided tours available.   

Buying a combination ticket for the Porsche museum as well, saves you money.  

PORSCHE MUSEUM 
 
Located in Zuffenhausen, the is a futuristic landmark showcasing over 80 iconic vehicles and roughly 200 
exhibits. The collection spans the entire history of the brand, from the early technical designs of Ferdinand 
Porsche to legendary motorsport champions and contemporary production models. The museum includes 
kid friendly exhibits such as a driving simulator and “Sally Carrera” from the movie Cars. You can sit in a 
Porsche and have your picture taken as a souvnir, the laniard that holds the audio guide is also yours to keep.  
https://www.porsche.com/germany/aboutporsche/porschemuseum/ 

 

https://www.hdgbw.de/history-museum-stuttgart/
https://www.mercedes-benz.com/en/art-and-culture/museum/visitor-information/
https://www.mercedes-benz.com/en/art-and-culture/museum/visitor-information/
https://www.porsche.com/germany/aboutporsche/porschemuseum/


FERNSEHTURM  
 

 
 
The TV Tower is one of Stuttgart’s most famous landmarks. There is no other spot in Stuttgart that offers such 
impressive views.  
The construction started in 1954, master structural engineer Fritz Leonhardt designed the SWR TV Tower. 
Taking the ‘Zacke’ (cogwheel railway,) from Marienplatz adds a unique touch to the journey to the TV tower. 
https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/a-cogwheel-train-stuttgart-zacke.  
https://www.fernsehturm-stuttgart.de/en/ 
 

WILHELMA (Zoo and Botanical Gardens)  
Visiting the  Wilhelma can take all day. Prices for summer – winter are different. It hosts Christmas garden 
around Christmas time. Like quite a few sights in Stuttgart there is a discount when using public 
transportation. Ticket lines can be quite long, so best purchase tickets online.  
 Mission statement: 
"Wilhelma is a zoological-botanical garden in the setting of a 19th-century park protected as a historic monument. The 
combination of a zoo, botanical garden and historic park creates a special high value and the unique charm of Wilhelma."  

https://www.wilhelma.de/en/visiting-us/ 
 

BIRKENKOPF (rubble hill)  

 
A  place with an interesting history: the Birkenkopf grew by 40.2 metres between 1953 and 1957, when more 
than 15,000,000 cubic metres of rubble from the 53 air raids of the Second World War were deposited on its 
summit. If you look closely, you can still see remains of facades of destroyed buildings and enjoy a 
spectacular view over Stuttgart.  
https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/a-birkenkopf-monte-scherbelino-stuttgart  

https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/a-cogwheel-train-stuttgart-zacke
https://www.fernsehturm-stuttgart.de/en/
https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/a-birkenkopf-monte-scherbelino-stuttgart


Stuttgart has two main Fests.  

FRÜHLINGSFEST  

 

The first Stuttgart Spring Festival took place from April 1 to 17, 1934. The 80th Stuttgart Spring Festival in 2018 
set a new record with 1.6 million visitors. Sadly, the Frühlingsfest  was canceled in 2020 and 2021 due to 
Covid.  

https://www.stuttgarter-fruehlingsfest.de/en/ 

CANNSTATTER WASEN  

 

....is Stuttgart’s equivalent of the Munich Octoberfest, with beer, entertainment, rides and food. 

On September 28, 1818, a large agricultural festival was held at the Cannstatter Wasen (the festival grounds), 
featuring horse races and awards for outstanding achievements in livestock breeding. Rides, attractions and 
food were added. The so called ‘Landwitschaftliches Hauptfest’ is still an integral part and features modern 
agricultural equipment. To prove how important this event was and to get asmany people as possible to visit it, 
Gottlieb Daimler's first motorized tram made its debut on September 27, 1887, during the Cannstatter 
Volksfest. Known as the Daimler-Petroleumbahn, this miniature tram ran from the Kursaal through König-Karl-
Straße to the Cannstatter Wasen. It was the world's first tram powered by an internal combustion engine vs. 
horse drawn or stem engine.  

Fun fact: The mascot is the Wasenhasi (a rabbit wearing Lederhosen)  

https://www.stuttgarter-fruehlingsfest.de/en/


Frühlingsfest and Cannstatter Wasen start with a Festumzug (parade) end with fireworks. Family day offers 
discounts on rides. 

https://cannstatter-volksfestverein.de/Volksfest/Geschichte/Geschichte-allgemein/  dives deep into the 
history.  

HÖHENPARK KILLESBERG 

                              

This is a park with a lot of nature and activities and is open all day, there is a cafe where people can get food 
and drinks. The park changes the flowers in the fields by seasons. 

 There is a miniature train that goes on a 2.1 km track through the park. Times and prices can be found  
https://www.ssb-ag.de/freizeit/killesbergbahn/ 

 Also there are various animals that call the park home, such as pigs, 
llamas, goats, horses and flamingos.  

The 40 meter tall tower was completed in 2001 it offers a spectacular view. For details check out  
https://www.localplayers.de/hoehenpark-killesberg/. 

NATUTKUNDEMUSEUM  

This museum has 2 locations with different exhibits.  

https://cannstatter-volksfestverein.de/Volksfest/Geschichte/Geschichte-allgemein/
https://www.ssb-ag.de/freizeit/killesbergbahn/
https://www.ssb-ag.de/freizeit/killesbergbahn/
https://www.localplayers.de/hoehenpark-killesberg/


 

Museum am Löwentor – the paleontological exhibition – takes you back in time and lets you explore prehistoric 
life by admiring fossils and dinosaurs. There is a very popular dinosaur themed playground near the museum in 
the park. Visiting Schloss Rosenstein gives you an insight of biodiversity, habitats and ecosystems.  

https://www.naturkundemuseum-bw.de/en/come-and-see 

https://www.naturkundemuseum-bw.de/en/exhibition/permanent-exhibition 

******************************************* 

Since there is so much more to see and do, please refer to https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/stuttgart-
highlights for information regarding current events in and around Stuttgart  

 

               Happy exploring  
 

https://www.naturkundemuseum-bw.de/en/come-and-see
https://www.naturkundemuseum-bw.de/en/exhibition/permanent-exhibition
https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/stuttgart-highlights
https://www.stuttgart-tourist.de/en/stuttgart-highlights

